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CONTRIBUTOR GUIDELINES

Thank you for agreeing to do a book review for our journal. Please observe the following guidelines:
1. If the book does not merit a review in your estimation, say so and keep the book.

2. Place the bibliographic entry at the top of the first page, using the following examples to
guide you:

Introduction to the Synoptic Gospels. By Pheme Perkins. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007. ISBN:
978-0-8028-6553-3. xvi & 312 pages. Cloth. $28.00.

Resistant Hope: Fighting Back against Suffering. By Elaine G. Siemsen. Eugene, Ore.: Wipf &
Stock, 2008. ISBN: 978-1-5563-5287-4. xiii & 83 pages. Paper. $14.00.

Qumran Studies: New Approaches, New Questions. Edited by Michael Thomas Davis and Brent
A. Strawn. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007. ISBN: 978-0-8028-6080-4. xxvii & 296 pages.
Paper. $30.00.

Notes: The title should be in italic and bold-faced type.

The choices for binding are Cloth and Paper.

ISBN-13 numbers are preferred. This item can be located in the publisher’s information in the
book or on the cover (or, on Amazon.com, as can the book’s list price).

3. Reviews are of three types: 1) a brief mention: up to 150 words; 2) a longer review of up to
500 words (this is the standard type); and 3) review articles of an outstanding or significant
volume. Unless expressly asked to do type 3, write a type 2 review; however, if after
examination the book only merits a brief mention, supply type 1.

For type 1 reviews use a simpler form, for example: In A History of Israel (Westminster John
Knox, $35), John Bright argues, etc...

4. The review should be submitted to the editor as a Word document attached to an email.

5. Werite with parish pastors, the primary readership of Currents, in mind. Your review should
do the following:
a. Include a statement of the book’s thesis and an outline of its contents.
b. Indicate its significance and/or how it might be useful to pastors, teachers, or lay people in
their ministries.
c. Enter into dialogue with the author to expose strengths and/or weaknesses.
d. Use your creativity to match the review to your own style and/or that of the book.

6. A few stylistic notes:
a. Limit capitalization: Bible, but biblical; Christ, but christological.



b. Commas and periods always go within final quotation marks.
c. Do not cite page numbers within the review itself unless you are explicitly quoting
the author.

7. Put your name and some form of identification at the end of the review on the right margin.

Examples:
Katherine Luther Franz Bibfeldt, Pastor
Wartburg College St. Columbia Lutheran Church

Eureka, MO

8. Naming the document file: Document name should be 15-20 characters of the title (without
"a" or "the"), followed by an underscore, then by the first four letters of the author's last
name. For example: Apostoliclettersoffa_Metz.doc (NOTE: Electronic submissions are

strongly preferred.)

9. The editor will publish your review as soon as possible. Occasionally there may be some
delay, since the editor tries to include books from various branches of theology and mission
in each issue. Occasionally a review may be shortened for space reasons.

10. The Book Review editors reserve the right to edit and/or shorten all reviews.

11. When finished with the review, archive a back-up copy, keep the book for your own use, and
send the review to the appropriate editor of book reviews in your area:

Prof. Ralph Klein (Old Testament)
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
(773) 256-0752

rklein@lstc.edu

Prof. Craig Nessan (history/theology/ethics/ministry)
Wartburg Theological Seminary
(563) 589-0207

cnessan@wartburgseminary.edu

Prof. Troy Troftgruben (New Testament)
Wartburg Theological Seminary
(563) 589-0303

ttroftgruben@wartburgseminary.edu

Thank you for your contribution to Currents journal!



