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Think about:

Describe the setting of this story.

Why do you think John didn’t want to
baptize Jesus? What convinced him?

If you heard the voice from heaven, what
would you have thought?

Where is God in this story?

Sacrament of Belonging
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkugGYFzLkQ

Thisis the true story of Alfredo, a poor Mexi-
can boy whose family was killed by fire.

What was Alfredo looking for?

What do you think Alfredo
was doing when he was
in front of the cross?
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Atthe end aboy says to Alfredo,
“You are my brother.”
Why is this important?

Do you think Alfredo found
what he was looking for?

How are Alfredo’s story and baptism connected?

;' r.p-._ Lk

Symbol

noun ¢ sym-bol * \'sim-bal\

Pictureihe Bible
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A Biblical Pictoral Timeline

Jesusis Baptized

This is my Son, the Beloved,

with whom I am well pleased.
—Matthew 3:17

eople came to John at the

Jordan River and he bap-
tized them. Jesus came, asking
to be baptized. John said, ‘I need
to be baptized by youl You are
coming tome?” Jesus answered,
‘Do it. Thisis theright way to do
God's work.” John agreed, and
just as Jesus came up from the
water, the heavens opened and
the Spirit of God came down like
adove. A voice
from heaven said,

Read the

A symbolisa simple image
that stands for or representsa
more complicated concept. It
islike a starting line—it starts
at one point, but takes youto

a different place.

® QQ)Q @\ e Hasasymbol.

“Thisis my Son.I whole story:
love him” Matthew 3:1-17
Whatis a Sacrament?

There are three important things about
sacraments. Each sacrament:

e Hasacommand. Jesus told
us to do them.

e Hasapromise.

Command: Jesus said: “Go..and make
disciples..baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Spirit..”

Symbol: In baptism, the symbol is water.

Promise: Baptized people belong to God,
areloved and forgiven by God, and are part of
Christ’s church.

We don’t know exactly how God is with us in
baptism, but we know it is true. Even when we
don’t understand God, God is with us. That is good news!
Gray Watson/Creative Commons 3.0, alt.
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. I-+- 1 Pastor Getup and go:

Tl?e most 1mportant Find and color the symbols. Research symbols you don’t know.
things pastors do are: How do they connect to baptism?

® Preach Font Cross Dove Shell Water ChiRo
® Teach

® Administer the sacraments A

L
I

Interview your pastor. All good
interviewers plan their questions
ahead. What will you ask?

Preach —< >_

1. Whydo you preach?

2.
3.
4.
Teach /
4 N

1. Whatisthe mostimportant

thing you teach?
2.

L] ~=\

3.
4,
Administer the Sacraments —< D
1. Whatdon't you understand

about baptism?
2.
3.
4,
Two more questions: >_ >_
Why and how did you become

apastor?

What do you do when you have

1T

|

questions about God? )\//
/
1193 N

verb e administer e \ad- mi-na-star|

Copyright © Jeanette Paulson. Used by permission

This word is really two words put
fogether. ‘Ad" means “to”in Latin.
“Mimster” means ‘serve.” So, if you
administer” something, you serve
something to someone. Pastors
SErve sacraments to beople. Did
youknow that 5 pastor’s stole is g
Symbol of beinga servant? Truel

This story amazes me because 19-2

e ey, [T ] [ |
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Jesusis Tempted

It is written, “Worship the Lord
your God, and serve only him.”

—Luke 4:8

fter Jesus was baptized, God

led him into the wilderness.
He was alone and had no food for
40 days. The devil came to Jesus
and said, “Turn these stones to
bread.” Jesus said, “No!” The devil
took Jesus to a high point so he
could see all the kingdoms of the
world. The devil said, “You can
have power over all the lands if
you serve me.” Jesus said, “No!”
The devil took Jesus to the top

of the temple and
said, “Jump, so Read the

God can save you.” wholestory:

Think about:

Adversary

Jesus was tempted for 40 days. « adversary * \ad-va(r)-se-Tel
Find other important “40” i ' h e Jesussaid, “No!” Luke 4:1-13
stories on the timeline. An adversary is someone ors Then the devil left.

that is against you or someone e}se.
The devilis God's adversary. Think of
it this way: when you play basketball,
whois your adversary? The te?m
against you! “Devil’ and “Satan are the
Bible's words for anything and anyone

What were Jesus’ temptations?
How did Jesus’ temptations go
against God?

If Jesus said “Yes” to temptation,
who would he have helped?

. against God and God's way.
- Marshmallow
= |
- challenge!
; Imagine little kids in a room, All people are faced with the
L -8 alone, with a luscious, temptation to think or
5 gigantic marshmallow. act only for ourselves,
o . ‘ rather than as God
https//www.youtube.com/ wants us to.
o Watch?v=G7LN9GEXHE
. Where do you see tempta-
What are your temptations? tion in these images?

How do you resist temptation?

Describe God’s way.

What happens if you
don’t resist temptatio
o What next?

Describe the adversary’s

Photos, top to bottom: iStock/nitrub, Voltan1, Antonio Guillem, Valeriya.




Jesus was a greatleader. He understood
that his job was to serve God and other

people, not himself.
Bea:

Temptation 1: “If you are God’s Son,

~ turnthesestones tobread.” Have you ever heard someone say, “Take a walk in
Jesus was hungry. their shoes™? It means you try to figure out what life is
£] tumed the stones tobread like for that person from their perspective, not from
: esrlfo would benefit? ’ your own perspective.
Some kids sleep in cars because they don't have a
home.
Temptation 2: Twill give all this to you, Take a walk in their shoes. What do you notice?
if you will serve me.”

Some Kkids eat in soup Kkitchens because
Jesus could see all the kingdoms of the world. they don't have enough food at home.

If Jesus served the devil, how would Jesus Take a walk in their shoes. What do you notice?

use his power? Some kids can't go to the doctor when they are sick
because it is too expensive.

Take a walk in their shoes. What do you notice?

Temptation 3: “If you are God’s Son, jump!” _
Some kids have to fetch water far from home

Jesus was on the highest part of the temple. rather than go to school.
If Jesus had jumped, how would jumping Take a walk in their shoes. What do you notice?
be against God? Some kids don't have friends because they don't know

how tobe a friend, or are too afraid to be a friend.
Take a walk in their shoes. What do you notice?

Getupandgo:

Take awalk
in their shoes

Being Jesus’ disciple doesn't
mean you neglect yourself, but it
does mean you need to consider
other people’s feelings, thoughts,
and ideas as carefully as you do
your own. It can be tempting to
think and act only for yourself.

Consider the situations
in the boxes.

How do you imagine the other person felt?
What makes it tempting to put yourself first?

How could you be a disciple in these situations?

| This story reminds me how tempting 20
itisto___

repecting memes? | OV [

God's way
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Jesus Calls
theDisciples

Follow me, and I will
make you fish for people.
—Matthew 4:19

esus had a lot of work to do

J to tell people about God and
God’s way. He needed help. One
day he was walking by a lake and
saw some brothers, Simon and
Andrew, fishing. Jesus said, “Follow
. me!l” Then Jesus saw two more

5 . Dbrothers, James and John, and he
said, “Follow mel! Let’s catch people
instead of fish.” They followed. In
7 all Jesus called
1101 41210 112 Tofollow Jesus, the disciples had to leave 12peopletobe @8 LT E1 T

everything behind. Why might that be? his followers. whole story:
Why is it hard to leave ideas behind? We call them

S
- ] =

Matthew 4:18-22,
9:9-13, 10:1-4

What might it mean to “fish for people?” “‘disciples.”

If you were one of the people fishing, what would you ask Jesus?

Pastor Byran Sirchio wants kids to learn the names of the 12 disciples,

5 so he sings them! How can a song help you remember? How can a

e ?

.ﬂ story help you remember? “T'hey say that nobody is perfect.
=W www.youtube.com/watch?v=abFZIZRWqPE

e . o Then they tell you

§ Find the names of all 12 disciples: practice makes perfect

=)

(L)

;’ I'wish theyd make up their minds.”

MATTHEW JOTHADDAETU S

T;IOMAS DA J ENASIJTPE T —Winston Churchill

JOHN

JAMES S I MONTH OM A S Haveyouever felt like Churchill? How so?

JAMES O NS DHUD OM S R U Whatisthedifference between being faithful
PHILIP S ITRDENUHAMA S and being perfect?

PETER REFADDEUHTOJ A Why is it impossible to be perfect?

ANDREW The disciples were not perfect. In fact, often they
BARTHOLOMEW WEMOLOHTRA B didn’t understand Jesus. They even let Jesus
SIMON ELAAJNOHUEM A down. So, why do you think Jesus called them?
JUDAS S A DU J OPET E R Giveexamples of being faithful to Jesus.
THADDAEUS PHIULTITIUPEWTIS A




Carbon-14
100%

Chemist

100%

Carbondating

Whatis carbon dating? Carbon
datingis used to estimate
the age of artifacts that used
tobealive: trees, plants,
animal bones, pottery, wood,
and leather that is 50,000
years old or younger.

80%

60%

40%
How does it work? Plants take
in carbon, including car-
bon-12 and carbon-14, or
c-12 and c-14. When animals
and people eat the plants
they also take in carbon. All
living things have the same
percentage of c-12and c-14
as the percentage of ¢c-12 and c¢-14 in the atmosphere.
When the living thing dies,
no more carbonis takenin,
and infact, the c-14 starts to
slowly decay, turning into
nitrogen-14, or n-14. The c-12
stays the same.

50%
25%
20%
0%
| \

<—5,730 years—>

Carbon-12

Carbon-12:
stays 100%

Whatis “half-life”? How fast the c-14 decays is called
‘half-life” The half-life of c-14 is 5,730 years. This
means that in 5,730 years, half of the c-14 will de-
cay. In the next 5,730 years, half of the remaining
c-14 will decay. Scientists then compare how much
c-14is left with how much c-12 thereis. And voilal
We have a pretty good estimate of how old the

specimenis.

Would the c-14 ever

be completely gone?
12.5%
6.25%
- 3125%  15625%  7g105% 390625% 1953125%’09765625%
- I . : : .048828125%
Remember:

® Theolder the once-living thing, the bigger the
difference between the c-12 and c-14.

@ Scientists can estimate age because the percentages of
c-12and c-14 in the atmosphere have stayed about the

same over time.
A chemist tests adead tree for c-12 and c-14.
After 5,730 years, what will happen to the c-12?
After 5,730 years, what will happen to the c-14?
After a second 5,730 years, what will happen to the c-14?

In 1986 this boat was found in the Sea of Galilee in Israel.
This is the kind of boat that Jesus’ disciples used.

Time —

[N I . | | | | |
100 80 60 40 20 0 20 40 60 80 100
BCE AD

The carbon dating estimates that most of the wood dates
to 40 BCE. Some of the wood dates to 50 CE. A lamp and
pottery found in the boat date to 50 CE.

Now we need a hypothesis.

Try this out: The main part of the boat was built around
40 BCE. It was repaired decades later, in 50 CE. The last
things people left in the boat date to 50 CE. How long
would you estimate the boat was in use?

How can science help us understand what the world was
like when Jesus was your age?

Getup and go:

Color the tangled fish with different colors or patterns.
How many fish are there? Try making a big version.

This story makes me wishIcould
ask Jesus about

Wheredo yousee
repeating themes?
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Wedding atCana

Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glo-
ry; and his disciples believed in him.

—John 2:11

ne day Jesus, his mother, Mary,

Oand his disciples were at a wed-
dingin a town called Cana. Soon there
wasn't enough wine to drink. Jesus told
the waiters to fill six big jars with water.
Jesus changed the water into wine. It
was even better wine that they had at
the beginning of the feast. It was amaz-
ing! The disciples saw that Jesus could
do things other
people could not.

: The disciples be-
Think about: lieved in Jesus.
This story happened on'the “third day.” What (-?lse [f you look too clo se, it's pOS sible

happened on the third day? Why might this be?

If you were one of the disciples, would you think you to miss the whole thi ns.
made the right or wrong decision following Jesus?

Read the
whole story:

John 2:1-11

This story reminds us that Jesus can do things others
cannot. What can you do that Jesus can also do?

Think about a Bible story you remember and then ask
where you see that story in your world. Like this:

"% The Wedding at Cana says that the
b i disciples believed in Jesus when they

If you only see the bubbles up
close, you might think this
is outer space or a murky
pond. But whatis it?

saw him change water into wine.
When have you seen Jesus’ power?

Cain and Abel tell us about jealousy.

When have you been jealous? If you focus on how Jesus changed water into wine, you might

miss the full meaning of the story. This story tells us that with
Jesus, good things never run out and the best is saved for last.
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This story describes Jesus’
. temptations in the wilderness
after his baptism. When have you been tempted Sometimes people think being first is better.

to help yourself rather than someone else? What does this story say?
The amazing thing is that the Bible, a book about God, Je- Sometimes people think they have to keep all the good
sus, and the Spirit, is also about us! things for themselves rather than share.

The Bible is about you! What does this story say?

f"' .

Frame:iStock/DMilovanovic; roses: Erika Brewer
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At the Wedding at Cana ordinary time and
God'’s time met. What happened?

Getup and go:

Have you ever wished you could point a
wand and magically clean up your room?
It would be fun, but magic is pretend.

Magicians fool people—making it look like
they are doing something they really aren't.
Jesus did not do magic. We don't know how
Jesus changed the
water into wine, but it
wasn't magic. No mat-
ter how it happened,
this miracle shows us
Jesus’ great power.

Try this magic

Prepare: Count out 25 cards in secret.
Place them on top of the rest of the

1. Divide the deck at the point of
your split.

2. Placethe 25 cardsinapile face
down on the table. Hold the rest
of the cards in your hands.

iStcok/kidfrekle

trick with adeck of cards: 3.

deck, but hold the cards so you can tell 4
where your pile of 25is.
Announce: Iwill read your mind! 5
In front of your audience,
follow these directions: 6.

Time Keeper

Clocks keep track of
ordinary time, like the
timeyougetupandgo |
tobed. Humantimeis |
ordinary time—it begins ;
and it ends.

-

iStcok/Tato:

God’s timeis different from ordinary time.
God’s time is eternal—it had no beginning
and it hasno end. Jesus brings together
ordinary time and God’s time.

Wonderful, amazing things can happenin
God’s time because of God’s power.

What else can happen when ordinary time
and God’s time meet?

In Jesus’ tomb, ordinary time and God’s
time met. What happened?

© Jesusmafa.com. Permissionrequested.

Ask someone to choose one card from your
hand without showing you, but showing the
rest of the people.

Make a pile (face down) of the rest of the cards
in your hands. Have the person place their
card on top of the pile, face down.

Place your stack of 25 cards on top of the pile,
face down.

Count out 26 cards. The 26th card is the onel
Amaze your friends.

» This story is surprisingbecause 222

Wheredo yousee
repeating themes?

-] | ]

God'sway Serve



)
=
-]

-]
-1

&=

-]
=
(1]
-]

(L)

Wikipedia/Katie Chan

Where do you see God’s power in this
story? How are God’s power and
Jesus’ power connected?

What does this story tell you about
Jesus?

Why were some people concerned?

Among Tatyana’s gold medals is this win
in the 2014 London Marathon.

- possibly be.

Pictureihe Bible
Rt s

A Biblical Pictoral Timeline

Jesus the Healer

When he saw their faith, he said,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”
—Mark 2:5

esus could do amazing things

because God gave him great power.
He wasin a crowded house. Some men
came carrying a friend who could not
walk. The men knew Jesus could help,
and lowered their friend through the
roof to Jesus. He could see the men’s
great faith. Jesus said, “Your sins are
forgiven.” The man got up and walked!
Some scribes

were angry. They R;at]l the
thought only God wholestory:
could forgive sins. | LGS B

Miracle

noun e miracle ¢ \'mir-i-kal\

A miracle isan eventor time or expe-
rience that leads people to know God

is part of their lives. Miracles are oftep
unexpected and impossible t(? explain,
and yet for the one experiencing the
miracle, itisasfrueas anything can

In Luke 17:11-19, Jesus healed ten lepers.
One leper thanked Jesus.

Learning to Race
r http://tatyanamcfadden.com/about-tatyana

el

Where do you see healing in Luke

.11-19? K ?
Tatyana McFadden was born with spina bifida 17:11-19? In Tatyana’s story?

and is paralyzed from the waist down. Tatyana Jesus told the lepers to go to the
lived in an orphanage and did not have a priest to show they were
wheelchair, so she learned to walk on her healed so they could go
hands. When Tatyana was 6 years old, she was home t? thel}‘ faml!les. How
adopted, joined a family, and got a wheelchair. szzgz:nlllilnagg;g: tl;:: Tegpl:;l;;e
Tatyana became an athlete. She went to her Tatyana? ’
first Paralympic games when she was 15, the

youngest member of Team USA. Since then
Tatyana has earned 16 Paralympic medals.

What is the difference between
being healed and being
cured?




| -F 1 B Archaeologist

Thisisareproduction of a house that was
common when Jesus was your age.

It has only one room and a courtyard.
Animals lived very close to people.
Windows were few and small.

There are steps outside leading to the roof.
If you had a one room house, what might
you do on your roof?

How does this picture connect to

today’s story? "

How does archaeology help us
understand and interpret
the Bible?

In Jerusalem archaeologists
have excavated houses from
the first century. These things
were left behind. What do they
tell you about the people who
lived here?

Left toright: Figures and spoon: Oriental Institute, Chicago; Roman bowl, ca. I00CE, Museo Bellini, Asola, Italy: Flavian coin, 69CE, Classical Numismatic Group, Inc.; Roman glass bowl with gold leaf, ca. 50 CE, Walters Art
Museum, Baltimore; clay dog, Tel Tsaf; vessel, Oriental Institute, Chicago.

Getup and go: Make a time capsule.
What would make a

good container?

Think of some interesting Imagine archaologists excavate your house in 2,000
things you could put in years. What might they find? How does what we leave
your time capsule.  behind tell stories about us?

What story would you like to tell about your
family? Put it in a time capsule.

This story makes me wonder 232

| opeating tnomes? L1 [ N
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TheSermonon
- the Mount

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

Matthew5:8

vy
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herever Jesus went, peo-

ple followed him. They
wanted to listen to Jesus. He said
such interesting things! One day
Jesus went up on a mountain.
Lots of people came with him.
Jesus preached. He said: “Blessed

are the poor in spirit, for theirsis

~ the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness,
for they will be Read the
filled. Blessed are the peace- whole story:
Why do you think people followed Jesus? makers, for they will be called Matthew 5:1-12

Jesus’ sermon imagines a world different from what it is children of God”
now. Describe the world Jesus’ imagines.

i ? in: t down,
Whaﬁgfvejrg l;:;eua g;z::gessed When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountair; and after he sa

his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

What i¢ it like fo be poor in QPirH'?

“Blessed are those who mourt, for they willbe comforted.

What do People mourn¢
ill inherit the earth.
“Blessed are the meek, for they willin ! :
What i the oH;ogl‘fe of bemg, meek? |
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Think abovt higtory. Who ha¢ Iong_eol for rig}ﬂ'&ov;no% or Ju;‘hoe?

i ill receive meIcy.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they ,w1 ’
How doeg being. mevciful veturn ag me/ro»]?

ﬁ
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What do you hunger for? “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. o
What do you thirst for? What can Pol lvte your hearts
Can people be hungry and “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

thirsty for things that are not Whu i¢ it hard to be a peacema ker?
food or drink? How so? '1




.- F B8 Mathematician

There seems to be a built-in order to God’s creation.
For centuries people have known that some special
numbers appear over and over again in nature.

These special numbers are part of a pattern, called a

Fibonacci (fib-uh-NOTCH-ee) sequence.

Can you spot the pattern?

Startwith two ones. The next Fibonacci number is
found by adding up the two numbers before it.
We often find these numbers in nature.

How many seeds? How many points?
How many petals? How many arms?
Make a Fibonacci curve

On graph paper, make a square that is 1 unit by
1unit. Make another 1 unit by 1 unit square. The
next Fibonacci number is 2. Make a 2 by 2 unit
square. Keep making squares to match the
Fibonacci sequence. Draw curves from corner

to corner inthe squarestomake a spiral. Thisisa
Fibonacci spiral. This spiral is found in nature.

In his sermon, Jesus was trying to reset the world
so it follows God’s way, God’s order for the world.
When things are as God wants them to be, people
who are poor are cared for; people who speak for
justice are heard; people who care for the earth are
valued; people who are peacemakers are leaders.

Getup andgo:

Look atthe graph andits
spiral. Find the same spiralin
the shell and the other images
at theright.

Find amirror. Your ear also
follows the same spiral!

Can youdiscover other things in nature
that follow God’s pattern?

Left toright from top: National Fruit Collection, Brogdale.; Paul Shaffner/Creative Commons;
Kabir/Creative Commons; George Chernilevsky/Creative Commons.

blue maize net; Cohee/Creative Commons; Hubble image/NASA; Kathryn Brewer;

GOES satellite; Anna Benczur/Creative Commons.

Look for Fibonacci numbers in nature:

e e ] [ P
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Jesus as Teacher

Jesus told the crowds all these
things in parables; without a
parable he told them nothing.

—Matthew13:34

eople came from everywhere
Pto listen to Jesus. Jesus told
them stories called “parables.”
Parables are short stories to help
people learn important things.
The stories were about sheep
and coins and parents and chil-
dren. Jesus told stories about
lamps and vines and seeds. The
stories taught people about God
and God’s love. Jesus also taught

people how to pray
Parable noun e parable ® \pa-ra-ball and what it means
ig DO sus i

Jesus did not have a classroom. Aparable isa shortstory that makgs abig point. é srables tolove and forgive

How did Jesus teach? told parables to help people thinkinnew W'ays;sheep is each other.

. issin
What'’s a parable? How do they teach?  are full of surprises. f& pariblseaa;);)f;beigioutga oK Reada
; ; also about lost people, justd {

Why do you think people l.lstened eI how we judge people. Parables stick whole parable .

to Jesus?What makes it hard to a Kk about them over and over.

in your mind so you can thin

Luke 15:1-32

learn from Jesus?

Parable of the Prodigal Son

Jesus told the story of the Prodigal Son. John August Swanson created this serigraph called
The Story of the Prodigal Son. Listen to Swanson describe his art: http./bit.ly/2pMVMOXx

Lookateach [ )

section of
this artwork.
Retell the
parable
based on
the images.
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-1 Storyteller

Read the Parables of the Lost Coin and the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-10). Follow the pattern.

e Notice a pattern in the parables. Write your own story.
parable.

Think Someonehassomething A womanhaslOcoins A shepherdhas100 sheep
whatit meantto
Jesus’ first

a— One part islost One coinislost One sheepislost

Lookfor The person searches Woman searches Shepherd searches
one main
point. Missing thingis found Coinis found Sheepis found

o o S
Askwhat Rejoice! Rejoicel Rejoice!

the parable

saystoyou. Read the What does it mean to be “lost” to God? What does it mean to be “found” by God?

parable againand
keep thinking!

Where do you see love and commitment in these parables?

If God is like the woman and the shepherd, what does that mean about God?

A nine-patch quilt
of parables
Match the images to these parables:
Hidden treasure and Pearl
(Matthew 13:44-46)

Laborers in the Vineyard
(Matthew 20:1-16)

Leaven (Matthew 13:33)

Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10)

Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7)

Ten Bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13)
Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)
Wedding Banquet (Luke 14:16-24)
Mustard Seed (Mark 4:30-32)

Parables are opposite of the way
things usually are.

® Fatingcereal fordinneranda
burger for breakfast is against
the way we usually eat.

® RosaParksrefusingto give
up her seat was against the
culture.

Find examples of Jesus’ parables
going against the way things
usually are.

Photos LR, T-B:iStock/Jasper57, iStock/Ridofranz, iStock/Dianazh, Kathryn Brewer, Kathryn Brewer,
iStock/Phive2015, Kathryn Brewer, iStock/simplytheyu, iStock/Skystorm.

This story makes me wonder 25-2
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Jesus and
the Children

' Let the little children come to
me; do not stop them:; for it is to
such as these that the kingdom
of God belongs.

—Mark 10:14

ne day some parents

brought their children to see
Jesus. The disciples said Jesus
was too busy to see the children.
But Jesus said, “Let the children
come to mel” Then Jesus picked
up the children, held them in his
arms, and blessed them. Later

Jesustold the
disciples, “Unless R;a(: the
Think about: you become like these little wholestory:
children, you will not be part of Mark 10:13-16
Jesus and the disciples didn’t agree. What was the issue? o i
God's kingdom.

Do you think adults are too busy for kids today? Talk about it.

Mark included stories in his gospel he thought were important. inedom of God
, . " The Kingdo e
What makes this story important? \tha kin-dem aV God\

noun e the kingdom of God *

i i i i princesses.
i m of God is not filled with kings or
Bedrooms around the World . - e

| v Itisnotaplace,buta descri
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Jx4SkDhh7I/ s e e a.\re A GOdH{ 7
it wants them tobe. What does God want things to be like:
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The relationship
~| childrenhave

~ with parentsis
based on trust.
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How is trustin
God part of living
in the kingdom
of God?
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Kana, 16,
Tokyo, Japan

Ahkohxet, 8,
Amazonia, Brazil




.- Demographer The world has more than

Demographers collect and analyze data 7billion peol’le'
about groups of people. That's alot! David Smith imagined the world as a
village of 100 people. He did lots of math to match

R hersf UNICEF study what life is like for child
esearchiersirom studly whal t1e 15 ke lof Ci'cren the real world population to the 100-person village.

now in order to hypothesize what life will be like for children
in the future. UNICEF says unless things change, by 2030: iiiiiiiiiiiiﬁ@iiiﬁiﬁ
® 167 million children will live in extreme poverty

O © © 6 06 06 6 6 0 0 06 0 06 06 06 0 0 O 0 O
e 69 million children under age 5 will die by 2030 wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

® 60million elementary-age children will be

betterfor God' mrteeeeereereeoeee

rreetrereetteRERRne
W°1‘:‘r3{5;£§bﬁi R

would work around the house
‘I‘ (helping with work, getting water)

¢ 3 wouldbelaborers (working in fields, factories,
‘l‘ as soldiers)
What does this tell you about the world?

Jesus said the kingdom of God belongs to children.
What can adults learn from children?

e Jesus loves the little children.

All the children of the world.

Getup and go:
Make an abstract self portrait of yourself. Follow the steps shown on theright.

Human Family

by Maya Angelou

I note the obvious differences
between each sort and type,

but we are more alike, my friends,
than we are unalike.

0

We are more alike, my friends,
than we are unalike.

We are more alike, my friends,
than we are unalike.

This story makes me wonder 26-2
Make a list of things all about____ .
people have in common.
It’s along list, isn’t it! Wheredo yousee

repeating themes? , ‘| |l j|

Maya Angelou

God’s way Surprising choice
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Jesus’
Transfiguration

This is my Son, the Beloved;
Listen to him!

-Matthew 17:5

esus went to a high mountain
with Peter, James, and John.
Right in front of them Jesus was
changed suddenly—his face was
like the sun and his clothes were
dazzling white. Moses and Elijah,
ancient prophets, appeared.
Peter said, “It's good to be here.
& B Let's make three tents so we can
_ 1 ) stay” While Peter was talking, a
‘9 g cloud settled over them and the

QL E LT What doyou think tmeans for o d}STC;Pl?S il Read the
esus’ face to look like the sun? od say, ‘ 1S 1S 1M1y SOn.
Y Y wholestory:

Why do you imagine Peter wanted to stay? [love him. Listen to him!”
yeoyoriimas v Matthew 17:1-8

If you heard God say these words, what would you think?
What might you say?

We do not know exactly what Jesus looked
like on the mountain, if he looked different or
if the disciples saw him differently, maybe both?
We DO hear God with a message: Jesusis God's
son and we should listen to him. Today we see
Jesusin people who need help.

Jesus' transfiguration

Photos L-R:iStock/Antonuk, canaran, Valerie Barry

. echoes his baptism.
. When Jesus was
baptized a voice from
Annais anew girl at Kids often whispered Ayaan wears a scarf over heavensaid,"Thisis
school. Her clothes about Devin, making fun her head at school. Kids my son, the Beloved.
look ragged. of his worn shoes and the think it is strange. He pleases me” Now
lunches he brought. o
¥ God says, “Thisis my son.
When the kids saw these students, what did they look at? Ilove him. Listen to him!” Find
What did the kids fail to see about their classmates? a connection to Jesus' baptism in
When Jesus was transfigured the disciples saw him in a new today’simage.

way. How can you see others in a new way?




¥V B Quilter

Quilters pick fabric and colors carefully, so
each individual piece looks right with all
the other pieces.

Colors have value. Color value measures
how light or how dark a color is. When
colors are all mixed up, itis hard to figure
out which ones are light, medium, or dark.
Quilters use special red-lens glasses to
help them. When looking through red-
lens glasses, everything is the same AND
everythingis different, at the same timel
You see all the same things—stripes, polka
dots, flowers—but they are all shades and
tints of red, and you can see which colors
are light, medium, or dark.

Look at this quilt. Can you see the star
show through on the red side? It is the
same quilt but you see it differently!

Getup and see:

Another way to see

Can you see stars in
this drawing?

iStock/MaxCab

Use your colors to help others
see the stars clearly.

Do you notice that depending
on how you look at it, it is
possible to see a variety of
things in one quilt?

Give examples of seeing people
differently.

‘It’'s not what you
look at that matters.
It's what you see.”

—Henry David
Thoreau (1817-
1862), American
writer, poet,
philosopher,
naturalist,
historian, and
abolitionist
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Connect this quote to Jesus’

| Thisstory makes me wantto 27-2
transfiguration.

understand .

Connect this quote to people P Wh d
. ere ao yousee
you know.
"%, arepeatingtheme? &
Daguerreotype portrait by Benjamin D. Maxham, J LR God'sway
National Portrait Gallery, Washington, D.C.
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Jesus Enters
Jerusalem

Hosanna! Blessed is the one
who comes in the name
of the Lord!

—Mark11:9

esus and his disciples went

to Jerusalem to celebrate the
Passover. When they got close
to the city, one of the disciples
brought Jesus a donkey. Jesus
rode therest of the way on the
donkey. Many people thought
Jesus was the promised king.
They gave him a royal welcome,
laying their cloaks

Think about: and palm branch- :‘vf:::e“s‘:ory
es on the ground. They shouted, v
Jesus is not a regular king. What kind of leader is Jesus? ‘Hosannal Blessed is the one who Mark 11:1-11;
Long ago people connected donkeys with hard work and comes in the name of the Lord” John 12:12-14

humbleness, and horses with strength and war. Why do
you think Jesus rode a donkey?

When Jesus was your age,

Read Psalm 118:26. What do you notice? many Jews wanted to be in
B Jerusalem for Passover so
Make a Palm Branch they could go to the temple.
intoaCross Find another story on the
. . Palm Sunday is the beginnin timeline when Jesus visited
Zechariah 9:9 of Holy Weei. Notice hgow 8 Jerusalem for Passover.
Rejoice greatly, quickly the week turns froma
O daughter Zion! celebration to crucifixion.

Shout aloud,
O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and
victorious is he,

humble and riding
on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal
of a donkey. Turn the
finished cross
What do you notice? around.



Bea: Detective

The four gospels

Some people wonder . o
why the synoptic tell stories of Jesus'life. Matthew21:38 Mark 11:8 Luke 19:36
liiizisaiizci figrneliir Matthew, Mark, and Luke Avery large Many people Asherode

’ are called the svnoptic crowd spread spread their along, people
Bible yIiop their cloaks cloaksonthe kept spreading
detectives gospels. Synoptic means ontheroad, road, and others  their cloaks on
havea B . and others cut spread leafy theroad.

. . SEErl tOgether- branches from branches that

hypothesm. the trees and they had cutin

Most people think that Mark spread themon  thefields. gOSpe]’ sy
is the first and oldest gospel. the road. i ffefeﬁtfr ery
Matthew and Luke then borrowed Ynoptic Omthe
from Mark and from another source that is a mystery to us. We call the
mystery source ‘Q” (short for quelle which means source in German). E o h id
Matthew and Luke also add a few of their own unique ideas. xamine the evidence.

Underline parts that are the same in green.
Two-source Hypothesis Underline parts that are different in red.

These differences make the Bible interesting! The
authors shaped their stories for their audience,
according to their own ideas, and based on
resources available to them.

lu Check out the stories of
' Jesusin the temple.

& bLad

¥ | How are they the same? Different?

-."‘.I Matthew 21:10-17, Mark 11:11; Luke 19:45-46

=5
3

Getup and go: Two Kingdoms
Jesus was not the only visitor in Jerusalem for Passover. Pontius Pilate came too. Pilate wanted

tobein Jerusalemin case there was trouble. Afterall, Passover celebrated freedom from slavery.
What if the people caused a disturbance because the Romans were oppressing them now?

There were two very different processions in Jerusalem. Sketch the two processions.

nclude: (" josys: Kingdom of God |  Pilate: Kingdom of Caesar | P€d®

Jesus on adonkey Pilate on a chariot
pulled by a horse
Clothes and branches
helmets, spears
A crowd of peasants
Banners
People shouting
‘Hosannal!”
N\ AN J
Which procession is for the real king? How so? . . .
This story makes me imagine 28-2

How does Pilate use and show his power? How does
Jesus use and show his power?

Wheredoyousee | —p | | U8

God’s way Surprising choice

What happens when these two leaders clash?
How are the kingdoms of God and of Caesar different?
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| JesusWashesthe
Disciples’ Feet

So, if I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet.

-John13:14

esus knew that it would soon be

time when he would leave the
world. He ate one last meal with his
disciples. During the meal, Jesus got
up from the table, took a basin of
water, and began to wash his disci-
ples feet. Peter said, “You will never
wash my feet.” Jesus said, ‘Tam setting
you an example. If I, your Lord and
Teacher, wash

Think about: your feet. you R;ac: ot
: need to wash one wholestory:
What would it be like for Jesus to wash your feet? another’s feet” John 13:1-17
What does it mean to serve others? How do you serve?
Do Jesus’ disciples serve today? How so? Foot washinginthenews
Pope Francis washes the foot of a refugee on Maundy
M The Tower by Thursday in 2016. Why do you think he chose refugees?
- .
g Richard Paul Evans
L= In The Towerby Richard
lg Paul Evans, a young man
[ wishestobe greatsohe
'g builds a tall wooden tower
.I: SO everyone canlook up to Lot e

him. One day a bird tells the
man about an old woman who is greater than he. The man
descends from his tower and discovers the poor woman
feeding a flock of birds. She tells him that to be great is not
being higher than others, but to lift up others. Then the
young man meets a child who wants a tall tower so he can
be happy. The young man tells him he will not be happy in
a tall tower away from others, and he chops down the
tower, giving away the wood to people who need it. Only
then do people see him as a great man.

LOsservatore Romano

What does it mean to be great?




Jesus washing feet
in Washington,D.C.

This life-size statue of
Jesus shows him bare-
foot, dressed in work-
pants and a sweatshirt
with rolled-up sleeves,
ready to wash people’s
feet. This statue is not
inamuseum;itisin
front of a clinic for peo-
ple who are homeless
in Washington DC. The
artist, Jimilu Mason,
was asked why she
would put a beautiful
statue in a place where
it could be vandalized.
She answered,

“There is very little they could do to
him that hasn't already been done.”

What does your church do to serve others?
Make a list of 10 things you can do to serve others.

Getup and go:

Musicians transpose music by writing it in a different key

Food Pantry Volunteer

Judith Permann, a grandma, had
a great idea. She knew how much
her granddaughter, Elena, loved
birthday parties. Judith thought
of families who could not afford
special birthday celebrations.

So she started making “Birthday
Bags’ for the local food pantry.
Eachbag contains everything
necessary for a grand birthday
bash. It was a big project for one
grandma, so now the Sunday
School children in her church :
make the birthday bags. L

Make Birthday Bags to share:
You need:

A cake mix

A can of frosting

A package of candles

Foil baking pans

A package of fun plates

A package of fun napkins
A special decoration
Put everything into a decorated grocery bag.

How is making a Birthday Bag serving others?

to make it sound higher or lower.
How did Judith’s idea start small and grow?

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star How can serving be contagious?

© major
=== |
Vo | be v o b i b
Twine I, Twine Lk lin-  de siar o 1 wisle ey what  wvow am.
i
Teis= ke, Twin: kle, = e e, [ I Wi e what  you  are

Same melody, different key.

Now, try transposing today’s story from Jesus’ day to our
day.In Jesus’ day it made sense to wash feet after long
walks on dusty, unpaved pathways.

Consider what is comparable to washing feet today:

® Aprincipal serveslunch to students.

® A physician helps the janitor clean the hospital.
® Apolitician stays overnight at a homeless shelter.
® Whatelse?

Wheredo yousee
repeating themes?

| | |
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TheLast Supper

Take, this is my body...This is my
blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many.

—Mark 14:22, 24

esus and his disciples ate a

meal together. While they were
eating Jesus said to the disciples,
“‘One of you will betray me.” Then
Jesus took bread and gave thanks.
He gaveit to the disciples to eat
and said, “Thisis my body.” Then
Jesustook a cup of wine and gave
thanks. He gave it to them to drink
and said, “Thisis my blood.”

When they Read th
. were done, eadthe
Think about: g Wholestory:

the Mount of Matthew 26:17-25;
< Mark 14:12-21:

0Ol g A
MR ke 22723

To betray means to be disloyal, unfaithful, or to
intentionally mislead someone. How does this
describe Judas?

Passover celebrated God saving the Jews from
slavery in Egypt. Now the Jews were oppressed
by the Romans. If you were Jewish what would
you hope for?

Mark tells us Jesus shared the bread and cup
during a Passover meal. In this meal the old and
the new come together. In the old days God saved

When you take Jesus’ body and blood inside you, people through the Exodus. Now through Jesus,

Jesus becomes part of you. Describe Godis again saving people and giving them a future.

how people should live when they

are part of Jesus. . .
Communionis
asacrament.
Sacraments have:

Last Supper is a print made by

Japanese artist Sadao Watanabe. A command. Jesus gavethe

disciples bread and cup and
said, “Do this in remembrance
ofme’

Who is the largest person?
Why might that be?

When you look at this scene, you see
it with the same perspective as the
disciple in the front middle. Who
is it? How can you tell? Why do
you think Watanabe did that?

A symbol. The symbolsin
communion are bread and wine.

A promise. Jesus is with us,
forgives our sins, and promises
us new life.

Used by permission.

30-1
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Bea: Newspaper Reporter

Jesus was betrayed by Judas. Today the body of Christ

is betrayed when people are unfair, hurtful, or uncaring o
to others. Consider these headlines. Do they honor or
betray the body of Christ? How so? First paragraph of story

Food Pantry Receives Largest Ever Donation

Car Bomb Injures 40

Sister Donates Kidney

Child Visits Elderly Neighbor Every Afternoon
Reports of Bullying Increase at Elementary School
School Children Make “Friendship Benches”
Millions of People Won’t Have Enough to Eat Today

Headline

Reporters write the headline and the first paragraph of the
story, called the lead, to give the reader most of the basic
information. Usually the lead is about 25 words.

First paragraph of stor V:

Brainstorm a list of happenings in your community. Write
a headline and lead that honors the body of Christ,and a
headline and lead that betrays the body of Christ.

Getupandgo:

Communion Bread

2 cups whole wheat flour

1 cup all-purpose flour

1% teaspoons baking powder

1% teaspoons salt

4 teaspoons olive oil, plus additional oil for top
% cup + 2 tablespoons very hot water

3 tablespoons honey

3 tablespoons molasses

Directions:

Pre-heat the oven to 350 degrees.

N

A

Sift dry ingredients together.

e
o

ik

2

3. Stirolive oilinto dry ingredients.

4. Combine water, honey, and molasses.

Add wet ingredients to flour mixture and mix well.
The dough will be slightly sticky:.

"

Gently shape dough into four balls. Do not knead.

Flatten each ball into a round loaf approximately %-inch
thick. Place on parchment-lined baking sheet.

Using a knife, gently score a cross into the top of each loaf.
Bake 10 minutes.

. Remove from the oven and brush tops of loaves with
olive oil.

Bake for an additional 5-8 minutes. Let cool. - . ' Wheredoyousee -
- repeating themes? Vadilh 4
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Jesusis Crucified

Now when the centurion...saw that
in this way he breathed his last,

he said, “Truly this man was

God’s Son!”

—Mark15:39

he chief priests and leaders

wanted Jesus to go away
forever. One of Jesus’ disciples,
Judas, told the soldiers where to find
Jesus. The soldiers arrested Jesus.
The disciples were frightened and
ran away. Jesus was put on trial and
even though he did nothing wrong,

he wasnailed to a Read the

o s i . : £ Cross to. die. When whole story:
PRt e W s o B0 el = T Jesusdied, dark-

B W Vb1 s 113 Think of several possible meanings for ness covered the Matthew 27;
darkness covered the earth” when Jesus died. earth, Jesus body Mark 15;
Why do you think the disciples were frightened and ran away? was put in a tomb. Luke 23;
Think of the people who thought Jesus was the promised Messiah. John 19

What would they think to see Jesus dying on the cross?

Seven Words from the Cross

The Bible tells us Jesus said seven things from the cross, but not all
seven things are in each gospel story. This reminds us that although
all the gospels tell stories of Jesus'life, they each do it differently.

What do these words tell you about Jesus?

My God, my God, Father, forgive them, Woman, here is
why have you for they do not know your son..Here is
forsaken me? what they are doing. your mother.”
(Matthew 27:46; (Luke 23:34) (John19:26-27)
Mark 15:34)

Truly, I tell you, today [am thirsty.
youwillbewithmein  (John19:28)
Paradise. (Luke 23:43) Itis finished.

Father, into your (John 19:30)
hands I commend my
spirit. (Luke 23:46)

Weeping Women in Jerusalem by J. Elizalde Navarro, Asian Christian Art Association. Permission requested.



Bea: Playwright

Make the Bible into a play. The director PIOIOgue
says you can have three acts, a prologue and
an epilogue.

A prologueis like an introduction. Think of it
as the commentary at the beginning of a foot-
ball game. The epilogue is the commentary at
the end of the game.

Cut out the images. Arrange them into the
acts of the play.

Inthe Beginning: God creates the world out of
nothing. People are unfaithful. God tries to wash the
world so it canberightin God’s eyes.

God Calls Sarah and Abraham: God calls Sarah and
Abraham to live in and show God’s way. Their family
grows. Eventually they are enslaved in Egypt.

From Slavery to New Nation: God, through Moses,
ACt Thl‘ee saves the people from slavery and gives them a
future. Israel becomes a nation.

Epilogue

A Savior Comes: Jesus comes into the world. He
teaches, heals and preaches God’s way. Jesus is
betrayed, crucified, and condemned to death.

Surprise! [t seems as if the curtain has
. already fallen and the play is over. But..surprise!
Get up and go' God’s way is the most powerful! Alleluia!

Make a painted cross.

Cut cardboardintoa5”x 7" rectangle
(or use painter’s canvas). Use two
pieces of tape to make a cross. You
will have divided the cardboard into
four sections. Using paint in various
colors, paint the sin of the world
across your board. When the paint
isdry, pull off the tape. What does
this say about the cross of Christ
and sin in our world?

312

Wheredo yousee
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Plcture the Blble

{ ¥  JesusisAlive!

Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth,
who was crucified. He has been
raised; he is not here.

—Mark 16:6

arly in the morning three days
Eafter Jesus died, some women
went to Jesus’ grave to rub spices
on his body. But his body was
gonel An angel messenger told
them that Jesus was not there. He
hadrisen! The angel said, “Go and
tell Peter and the disciples that
Jesus will meet you in Galilee. You
will see him there’

The women were Read the

Each gospel writer tells this story differently, afraid and said 5
but all of them tell us that after Jesus died, nothing to anyone whole story.
God gave Jesus new life. How is this amazing? B Mark16:1-8

Confusing? Surprising?

Why do you think the women
were afraid?

Consider what this means:
“Christians are resurrection
people, not crucifixion people.”

In 1981 a car bomb damaged the
First Lisburn Presbyterian Church
in Northern Ireland. The church’s
windows were blown out. The
glass pieces were gathered and

| madeintoanew window called

| "TheResurrection Window.” The

\ new window shows the power

of Christ overcoming death and "
violence. Bombs to Flowerpots

How does the artist show light The United States  war in Afghanistan lasted for 13 years.
and life are stronger than This Afghani artist is making flower pots out of bomb
darkness and violence? casings. How do these vases stand for peace and new life?

| L‘ *%‘H

Afghani Artisan, Qandahar, 1994. Steve McCurry/Magnum Photos.
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Butterfly: The adult butterfly
hatches out of the chrysalis.
It nolonger eatsleaves,
but drinks nectar
from flowers. And
it can fly!

Lepidopterist

Abutterfly isa symbol of the
resurrection because the life cycle of
abutterfly reminds us of Jesus. There
are some things about caterpillars,
chrysalises, and butterflies that help
us think about Jesus'life, death,

Egg: Butterflies
lay eggson
leaves.

Pupa: @g“ ~ 4 and new life.
The © - Jesuslives, eats The caterpillar
caterpillar Y and walks on lives, eats and
isnow a pupa. earth. walks on earth.
It staysinside the
chrysalis whileit Jesus diesand The caterpillar
changes into a butterfly. ,hiS body is put spinsachrysalis—
Changingfromapupa Larva: Alarvahatches fromthe 2 O the chrysallsis
toabutterfly is called egg. The larva eats the shell. The {ike atomb,
metamorphosis. larva is now a caterpillar, and eats Jesus gets A butterfly

%, leaves. As the caterpillar growsitsheds new life from emerges with

its skin. The last time it sheds its skin, God. new life.

the skin becomes a chrysalis.

If you were the caterpillar, crawling on leaves and eating them every day,
could you imagine ever becoming a butterfly?

If you were the butterfly, would life seem very
different from your life as a caterpillar?

iStock/Hulinska Yevkenila

Getupandgo:

Color the
butterfly.

Lines and circles

Lines have beginnings and
endings. Circles have no
beginning and no ending.

People arelike lines. They
have abeginning and an
ending. God is like a circle; with
no beginning and no ending.

Think of Jesus’ life. It startsasaline:
Jesus has

Jesusisborn.  Jesus grows up. Jesus is Jesus teaches Jesus dies. new life.
baptized. and heals.
Attheend of the line, God gave Jesus new life. This new life - ¥ This story amazes mebecause 390

is with God and has no beginning and no ending, just like a
circle. Your lifeis aline, too, and at the end is a circle.

repesting themes? | 11| [

Redemption God's way

g= ¢

What are your questions about living, dying, and new life?

Paraphrased from Thank God for Circles by Joanne Marxhausen.
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The Road
to Emmaus

Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking to
us on the road?

—Luke 24:32

he day Jesusrose from the
dead, two travelers walked
from Jerusalem to Emmaus. Jesus
joined them but the travelers did
. not recognize him. As they walked,
Jesus taught the travelers and
explained to them the words of the
prophets. Later, Jesus took bread,
blessed it and broke it. The
travelers recognized Jesusl!
Jesus disappeared

Read the

Think about:

and the travelers went
. . . . . whole story:
Think of possible reasons why the travelers did not recognize Jesus. to tell the disciples. They
had seen the Lord! Luke 24:13-35

If you were to describe to someone what happened in Jerusalem
before Jesus rose, what would you say?

The travelers recognized Jesus when he broke the bread. Why then? Often people say “Amen!” after
receiving the bread and cup.

“Amen” means “let it be so.”

Find where paraments are kept at your I-Ioly Communion
church. Ask if you can have a tour. Look at
the colors and symbols. Parament colors A Chalice AFlagonis
match the liturgical season: holds wine, A Paten acontainer The Communion Table, also
ff The most important days in the poured from nolds the thgt holds called an Altar, is where peo-
) ) ) the Flagon, wine. ple gather to share bread and
church year, including Christmas, Easter, ) bread that ) o
) ) that will ) wine or grape juice.
and the Day of Epiphany, are white. be iven to willbe
Purple: Lent, and sometimes Advent e§ le givento A parament s abanner that
’ ’ ' DEope. people. hangs on the front of the

Lent and Advent are both seasons of

preparation. Lent prepares for Easter. Communion Table. The color

of the parament matches the
liturgical season.

Blue: Advent, a season of preparation
for Christmas.

A white Altar Cloth is on
top of the Communion
Table.

Red: The Day of Pentecost,
Reformation Sunday.

Green: The Season of Pentecost
and the Season of Epiphany.
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T EVi N Adventurer Adventurersliketo travel the world, seeing it from different perspectives.
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What do you see in each image?

What do you see in each image?
What difference does it make to know one tree is

What is the difference between these two views of the
part of alandscape?

House of Parliament?
If you only saw the one tree, what would you miss?

If you only saw the up close picture, what would you miss?
Why is context important? Why is context important?

Jesus helped the travelers interpret or make sense

of the scriptures. He helped them see familiar ideas
differently. The travelers had hoped Jesus would make
everythingright in Israel, but when he was crucified
they lost hope. On the road to Emmaus, Jesus helped
them understand that suffering is how Jesus made
thingsright. Jesus gave his life to show God’s way, even

The travelers saw Jesus up close.
Jesus told them to use scripture to
give Jesus' suffering context.

Read Isaiah 53.
Find all the places that describe

suffering.
though he suffered.
1.56
2, * 55
Connect thedots: R Grossed Out:
Ge® g *54 Dear Pastor Chris: Dear .
Who do ; L o Why would I want Communion is not ?ngies.
ousee? | S‘U * " llgy y 0 Bread stays bread, it
y ¢ 14« __2 * to eat Jesus' body or : in or flesh.
ERENIT L P O plood?lis  motchangeintoskinor 6%
12 dﬁnk ® . ' Wine stays wine, it does no
e ATl O change into blood. Somehov\éE
51, 42 _Grossed Out inaway wecan't understand,
. 44 * g Jesusis partof the bread an
o 50 40 wine. Then when we eatand
17 77 e mes part of
" o 30 3P 38 drink, Jesus becot o
- - r o .
13 ¢ 4, B8 32 37 36 us and wearepa
20 .
2l 24 46 33 :;4 *35 -PC
27 23 047
26 . " 3 This story confuses me because 332
28 29

Wheredo yousee

repeating themes? |’ﬁ i| |r ‘l

Redemption God's way




Pictureihe Bible
Rt s

A Biblical Pictoral Timeline

Thomas

Jesus came and stood
among them and said,
“Peace be with you.”

—-John 20:19

fter Jesus died, the disciples

were afraid and locked them-
selves in aroom. Jesus came to them
and said, “Peace be with you. Just as
God sent me to you, now [ send you
out into the world.” Thomas wasn't
with them and didn't believe Jesus
rose. A week later the disciples were
together again and Jesus came

- "y i p ‘, among them. Jesus held out his
3 Y hands so Thomas
) " couldtouchthe Read the
Think about: nail wounds. He wholestory:

What did God send Jesus to do? said, MV Lordand John 20:19-31

What does Jesus send the my God!

disciple to do?
The Bible doesn't tellusif Thom-  [BECURCGHSEIR G

as actually touched Jesus’ Faith and doubt belong together!

wounds or not. What do you Add .

ink? . your own ideas:

think? Two sides of the It’s good

If you could ask Jesus one ques- same coin - 1 df_)ﬂ’t understand why God.. to have

tion, what would it be?

Why doesit take couragetoask 00 5 1O can't figure out if the church... doubts.
.. . sides of the s
blg’ important questlons? same coin” you Ithink my biggest doubtis...
mean there are two different parts I fused about how J
that can't be without the other— e bt
P ‘Believing takes they belong together. Iwant to know why the Holy Spirit...
E practice.” Faith and doubt are two sides of
ﬁ —Madeline L’Engle, the same coin. Who can you talk with about your questions?
g A Wrinkle in Time Eyou havi'falth, YZIiSAVE TO Sometimes questions don't have answers, but
(-] . dave questions and things you itis still important to ask them and think about
) How can 3;0“ practice doubt. Douglas John Hall. atheo- P
(L) l;:;ﬁg::%oﬂob‘t’:::? you logian, calls this “faithful doubt.” '

To keep your faith alive and growing.be a
faithful doubter.
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Bea: Papyrus Paper Maker

Thisis the earliest
Long ago people wrote on paper made out of papyrus. known fragment of

the New Testament. It
The papyrus plant’s stalks were cut thin and laid in two is John18:31-33 and is
crossways layers, and then beaten together. You can see the written on papyrus. It
crossing directions of the plant stems in the paper. dates to about 125 CE

andisin Greek. This
is shown just about
actual size.

One way people can
piece together ancient
manuscriptsisto
match lines in papyrus.

index.html#

Put this manuscriptback together

Can you piece together this ancient manuscript fragment?
This fragment, called Papyrus 46, is the oldest known extant
copy of the Epistles of Paul. Thisis the recto side of leaf 41,
one of 30 pages in this papyrus manuscript at the University
of Michigan Papyrology Collection . Cut out the pieces and
put it back together. Matching papyrus lines will help you.

University of Michigan Papyrology Collection

Getup and go:

Four Gospels

The four gospels tell stories of Jesus' life. Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called
the synoptic gospels. Synoptic means “seen together.”

. . o

Compare the Synoptics: Matthew, Mark, Luke = a little different; very similar

Compare the Synoptics with John= very different; a little similar

Synoptics John
Length of Jesus ministry: lyear 3-4vyears
Place of Jesus public ministry:  Galilee Judea & Jerusalem
Focus of Jesus' teaching: Thekingdomof God JesusIS what Godislike

How Jesus taught: Short parables Long sermons/talks
John tells stories that are not in the synoptics. These
are afew of the stories only in John. What are they?

This story makes me wish I could 34-2
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Think about:

Where do you think the men in white
robes wanted the disciples to look?

What does it mean to be a witness?

What work did the disciples need to do?

®, Hereisanother 40
; t. N * story. Add it to your
. list!“40” connects us
8 tostoriesinthe Old
.& . j8 ond New Testa-

g ments. Find some of
them on the timeline.

9Echoes *

Solve thisriddle: A
by Stephen Pepper

[ can sometimes be a verb
AndIcan sometimesbe anoun
I'm a piece of silverware
That canreflect things upside down.

Go and solve

What is it? (Hint: Turn the page!)

J

Pictureihe Bible
Rt s

ABiblical Pictoral Timeline

Jesus’ Ascension

You will be my witnesses...
to the ends of the earth.
—Acts1:8

or 40 days after Jesusrose

. from the dead, Jesus went

' among his followers, teaching
them about God’s way, and prom-
ising that the Holy Spirit would
come. Jesus said to the disciples,
“You will be my witnesses.” Then,
all of the sudden, Jesus was lifted
up and they couldn't see him
anymore. Two men in white robes
said, “Why are you looking up to

L i 3 ek heaven?” The dis-
. ciples had work
todo—Jesus’
work—on earth.

Read the
wholestory:

Ascension

noun © as-cension ® \a- ‘sen-shan\

Acts 1:6-14

To ‘ascend” means to go up, asin

climbing up a mountain. In this story,
where we will find Jesus ismore
important than where Jesus went.

It reminds us that if we want to sge
Jesus,itisnouse looking up, trying
to see heaven. If we want to see Jesus
we need to look out and around. To
find Jesus today we need tolookto
each other, to those in need,and to

the world.

Sometimes it
ishardto tell
if youare up-
side down or
right side up.

L0
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.-V B Dishwasher

Dishwashers wash silverware. Next time you dry a spoon, t
look into the “bowl” part of the spoon. What do you notice?
Are youright side up or upside down?

Why?

Light travels in parallel lines. If you look into a regular mirror,
thelight rays travel to the mirror and then reflect
back to you in straight lines. Butif you look into
something concave, like the inside (the

‘cave”) of a shiny spoon, the light rays
curve. When therays travel back to you,
they are bent. Therays at the top of

the spoon reflect downward and

therays at the bottom reflect
upward..and pretty soon you
look upside down..but are you?

iStock/Samuel Borges, alt.

Inside (front)
of spoon bowl

Tolearn more, check this out:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=prWjk8UIRPs

Imagine these spoons are
Outside (back) the charactersin today’.s

of spoon bowl story. Add enough details
so the spoons tell the story.

Getup andgo:

The men dressed in white (pretty much) said: “Snap out of it!”
when Jesus witnesses looked away from the world.
Witnesses serve the world, not look away from the world..

Where are these witnesses looking? How are they serving? Places and ways you can serve:

How can you witness (serve)?

iStock/Katja Bone

working together to plant
agarden

This story makes melook 35-2
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Think about:

The Holy Spirit is with us even when we can’t see it. How did the disciples

know the Holy Spirit was there?

Plcturethe Bible

A Biblical Pictoral Timeline

Day of Pentecost

Then everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.

—Acts 2:21

Odays after Jesusrose, the
5 disciples celebrated the
festival of Pentecost. All of the
sudden a strong wind blew and

it was as if flames of fire danced
on their heads. It was the Holy
Spiritl The people began speaking
in different languages but they
could all understand each other.
Peter taught about Jesus. He said,
“Repent! Be baptized in Jesus’
name, and live in

The disciples were not scared but excited about the flames on their heads.

Why might this be?

We say that the Christian Church started on Pentecost.
What is the Church’s job?

On Pentecost, Jewish people
* celebrated God giving Moses the
. 10 Commandments on Mount Sinai.
The 10 Commandments were to
organize their new community.
On this Pentecost, God sent the
Holy Spirit, just as Jesus' promised.
Now what was the new community?
Hint: Where do you worship and serve?

Imagine you were in a church far from your home and
you didn't understand one word the people were saying.

Then the people had communion.

Do you think you would understand what was going on?

the Holy Spirit!” Read the
On that day, Jesus’ wholestory:
church began. Acts 2:1-21
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What happens when people don't listen to each other?

What can we learn from people we don’t agree with?
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| I-F 1 Bumpersticker writer

Peter told the disciples that they need to go out
with the Holy Spirit and tell people about God and
how God wants people to live.

The churchis more than a building. The
church is Christ’'sbody in the world. The

Finish these bumper stickers to tell people about Jesus. AP  church continues to do what Jesus did.

)| Whatdid Jesus do? How can you

Jesus wants you to n‘ ¢ continue Jesus’ work?

Jesus preached God’s way.
What is God’s way?

k3

God’s way is

1AM,

[ |
“:F
i

i .'ui_’

Get up, follow, and

. ,-“F'.i;k;i i
bl iy

J
!

Match the story with Jesus’ actions:
Churches worship,
serve, teach—they
| also dig wells! Baptj: ;rsl the name of
According to UNICEF, 6,000
I children die every day from Lift up the poor
waterrelated illness. Safe
. drinking water saves lives. Share bread and wine
- Research Church World Service
~ and Lutheran World Relief,
- Serve others
two church organizations.
What is their witness?
Welcome and protect
https://cwsglobal.org/our-work/ children
: global-development/water/
https://lwr.org/?s=wells Celebrate new life
Mix them up.
Put themin order.
Find Bible echoes. This story makes me wonder 36-2
Find repeating themes. about_ .
Ask questions.
Tell others.

repesting memesr | M71] LR

Redemption God’s way
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